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6 Solid Waste Management

Source and Treatment

Meenakshi Suhag
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6.1 INTRODUCTION

Discarded leftover materials that are generally supposed to be of no economic value
are described as “waste.” Likewise, solid waste is a non-liquid, unwanted material
generated from the routine activities of people in society. According to the 2016
Solid Waste Management (SWM) rules,

Solid waste is defined as solid or semi-solid domestic waste, sanitary waste, com-
mercial waste, institutional waste, catering and market waste and other non-residential
wastes, street sweepings, silt removed or collected from surface drains, horticul-
ture waste, agriculture and dairy waste, treated bio-medical waste excluding industrial
waste, bio-medical waste and e-waste, battery waste, radioactive waste generated in
the area under the local authorities.

Rapid population expansion, escalating urbanization and prompt developments of
infrastructure with varying lifestyle and economic situations have greatly acceler-

ated the rate of per capita waste generation globally. Worldwide around two billion
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