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Paper-XV
People’s Right to Self -Determination 
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Syllabus and Courses of Reading

M.A. (Final) Human Rights, Semester – III

Paper-XI: International Obligations to Protect Human Rights

Max. Marks: 100 

Time: 3 Hours 

Note: 

Students are required to attempt five questions, selecting one question 
from each unit. 

Unit-I

Concept of International Obligations


Concept of obligations: Legal, moral, social,



Obligations accepted by International Community through International Law: 

Sources of International Law giving rise to International Obligations (Article 

38(1) of the Statute of the ICJ) 

Unit-II 
International Concern for the Protection of Human Rights


Evolution of international concern for the protection of the individual; The Anti-Slave trade Treaties, Emergence of International Humanitarian Law, League of Nations and Colonies: the Concept of Sacred trust of Civilisation (the Mandate System), ILO and Labour Welfare        

Unit-III
Obligations to Protect Human Rights


International Customary Law comprising consensual decision (resolution, declaration and principles) on human rights, evidencing undertaking on the part of states, General Principles of law of human rights in diverse national legal systems 

Unit IV
Principles of International Co-Operation and Human Rights


Duty to cooperate and Assist in Implementation of Human Rights: Principle of international cooperation, Friendly Relations Declaration 1970, Articles 1 and 56 of UN Charter, 


Specific Aspects:  Duty to Render Material Assistance, Charter of Economic Rights and Duties 1974, Duty to consult and inform

Unit-V 
Crime against Humanity and Human Rights 


Crime against Humanity: Nazi, Fascist atrocities and totalitarianism Second World War, 


Crime against Peace, War crimes, Crimes against   humanity, Nuremberg (London Charter of 1946) and Tokyo (General MC Arthur’s Decree of 1946),


International Military Tribunals for Trails of Major War Criminals
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Paper-XII: Civil Society, Social Movement and Human Rights in India

Max. Marks: 100 

Time: 3 Hours 

Note: 

Students are required to attempt five questions, selecting one question 
from each unit. 

Unit-I 

Conceptual Perspective


Concept of Civil Society and Social Movements, Types of Movements; (ideology, organizations), Social Movements as promoters of Social Change and Human Rights in India

Unit-II  
Socio-Religious Movements and Human Rights India 


Social, Religious Movements and Human Rights in India: Brahmo Smaj, Arya Samaj Movement, Dalit Movement, Tribal Movements, and Women Movements. 

Unit- III 
Political and Environment Movement and Human Rights: 


Political Movements, Freedom Movement, Trade Union Movements, Peasant Movements, Regional and Ethnic identity Movements (Special reference to language and autonomy Movements) 

Unit-IV 
Role of International Organisations in Promoting the Human Rights in India: Role of UN Commissions of Human Rights, UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), UN Commission on the Status of Women, International Labour Organisation (ILO), UN Education, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO)

Unit-V 
Non-Government Organisations and Human Rights in India 


Civil Liberties or Groups, and Human Rights: A historical Perspective of Civil liberties groups and Civil Liberties in India, People union for Democratic Rights (PUDR), People union for Civil Liberties (PUCL), NGO and Civil Rights Movements
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Paper- XIII, Group-A: Women and Human Rights

Max. Marks: 100 

Time: 3 Hours 

Note: 

Students are required to attempt five questions, selecting one question 
from each unit. 

Unit-I

Perspectives on the Status of Women in India


Historical, Philosophical and Social Perspectives: Social: Status of women in contemporary Indian society-Poverty, illiteracy, lack of independence, oppressive social customs and gender bias; Violence against and abuse of women in public and private domains


Special Laws for the Protection of Women: Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act (1956), Maternity Benefit Act (1961), Dowry Prohibition Act (1961), Equal Remuneration Act (1976), Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act (1971), Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act (1982), PNDT Act (1994)

Unit-II 
International Norms for the Protection of Women


ILO Convention For The Protection of Female Labour,  UNESCO Convention  against Discrimination in Education (!960), Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (1979), UN Convention on Political Rights of Women (1952), Convention on Nationality of  Married Women (1957), Convention on Consent to  Marriage , Minimum Age for  Marriage and Registration of Marriage (1962)   

Unit-III
Institutional Mechanism for the Protection of Women


Convention of Elimination of Discrimination against Women (1979), Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Prostitution of Others (1949), The Vienna Convention on Human Rights (1993), Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women 1993, Declaration on the Participation of Women in Promoting International Peace and Cooperation (1982) 

Unit-IV
Constitution of India and the Status of Women


Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles under the Constitution, Special Provisions for the Protection of Women; Article 15 (3), Article39 (d), and (e) Article 42, Article 243 (D) and 243 (T). 

Unit-V 
Women and Public Policy 


Women and Public Policy: Female health and family welfare, literacy programmes, Female labour welfare: Issue of current debate: Political rights of women (reservation and protection of women), Personal laws and status of women.
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Paper- XIV, Group-A:  Children and Human Rights

Max. Marks: 100 

Time: 3 Hours 

Note: 

Students are required to attempt five questions, selecting one question 
from each unit. 

Unit-I

Historical, Philosophical and Social Perspective


Historical, Philosophical and Social Perspective of Child Rights

Unit-II 
Status of Child in Contemporary Indian Society 


Impact of poverty and illiteracy on the health and education of child, Social and Cultural practices regarding girl child foeticide and child marriage, Child labour (in construction, carpet, glass, bangles and other industries in unorganized sector) forced labor, sale of children, Child abuse inside and outside homes, trafficking in children, Children and custodial crimes, 

Unit-III 
Indian Constitutions Status


Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles under the Indian Constitution, Special provisions for the Protection for the child: article 15 (3) Article 24, Article 39 (e), (f) and Article (45), Legislature, Executive, Judiciary (Special contribution of judiciary, Nation Human Rights Commission, National Commission for Child. 

Unit-IV 
Legal Norms and Policies


Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, Children (Pleading of Labour) Act 1933, Child Marriage Restraint Act 1929, Pre-Natal Diagnostic Technique (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act 1956, Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act 1986, Orphanage and other Charitable Home (Supervision and Control) Act 1960, Juvenile Justice Acts 1986 and 2000.

Unit-V  
International Norms 


ILO Convention on Restriction and Prohibition on Child Labour including ILO Convention on Child Labour (19990


Un Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict, and optional protocol on Sale of Children, child Prostitution and child pornography (2000), Declaration of social and Legal Principles relating to the protection and Welfare of children with Special Reference to Foster Placement and Adoption  
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Paper- XV, Group-A:  Human Rights and Duties of the Aged and Disabled

Max. Marks: 100 

Time: 3 Hours 

Note: 

Students are required to attempt five questions, selecting one question 
from each unit. 

Unit-I 

Aging and Ageism: Conceptual Perspective


Aging Definition: Problems of Aged: Medical, Economic, Social, Psychological Theoretical Perspective: Disengagement, Activity, Human Development, Continuity, Exchange Symbolic Interacts, 

Unit-II
Disability


Definition estimates and causes, Approaches to disability; the Charity Model, the Bio Centric Model, the Functional Model and Human Rights 

Unit-III 
Legal Perspective


Constitutional Frame Work of Fundamental Rights, Directive Principles of State Policies and Fundamental Duties


Special Laws and Policies for Person with Disability (Equal opportunities, Protection of Rights and Full Participation) Act, Mental Health Act (1993) 

Unit-IV
Institutional Mechanism 


Constitutional Mechanism: Legislature, Executive, Judiciary



Non-Governmental Organizations



Role of Education and Media

Unit-V

International Norms 


UN General Assembly Declaration on the Rights of the Disabled Persons 1975, Declaration on the Mentally Retired Persons 1971, Resolution on the Rights of the Disabled Persons adopted by the Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights 1993, World Assembly on Ageing (1982) 
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Paper - XIII, Group-B: International Humanitarian and Refugee Laws  

     

Max. Marks: 100

Time: 3 Hours

 

Note: 

Students are required to attempt five questions, selecting one question 
from each unit. 

Unit-I 

Conceptual Perspective 


Origin and Development of International Humanitarian Law (IHL),



Doctrine of Military necessity versus the Principles of Humanity, Role of IHL 

in non- international armed conflicts, 



National perspectives on IHL, Implementation and Enforcement of IHL



Role of Red Cross and NGOs  

Unit-II 
Implementation and enforcement 


Concept of Protecting Power: United Nations, International Criminal Court and Tribunals  


Unilateralism: ‘Humanitarian’ intervention versus State Sovereignty, Humanitarian Assistance   

Unit-III
International Refugee Law


The history of International Refugee Law: Cold War Origin to Rights of People who are not Citizens, Determination of Refugees status under the Refugees Convention 1951 and Protocol 1967,


Protection under International Law: Right of non- rofoulement, Rights to Asylum, UNHRC and Refugee Protection 

Unit-IV
Protection in India


India critique of UNHCR and Convention,



Protection without Legislation: Case law,



Status of Refugee in India under UNHCR

Unit-V

Problems and Prospects


Resettlement in Third Country, Repatriation: Voluntary or Forced, Local Assimilation, Protective Zones 
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Paper - XIV, Group-B: Development, Globalization and Human Rights

Max. Marks: 100 

Time: 3 Hours 

Note: 

Students are required to attempt five questions, selecting one question 
from each unit. 

Unit-I 

Connotations of Development


Modernization and Dependency Approach, a human rights approach to Development, Development, Poverty and Exclusion, Integrating the human rights approach in development; towards an ethical development. 

Unit-II
Human Rights and Question of Sovereignty 


National control over International Trade, Codes of conduct and TNCs, Sovereign States and Peoples Rights: Issue of Economic Sovereignty, Human Rights standards and international trade  

Unit-III 
Globalisation and Human Rights


Globalisation: Meaning, voices for and against, Globalisation and its impact on Agriculture, Labour, women, environment, culture etc. 

Unit-IV 
International Trade and Human Rights


International Trade and Development, WTO, Unequal terms of trade imposed by the Uruguay Round of GATT Negotiations, Transnational Corporations (TNCS) and Human Rights violations.

Unit-V 
Implications for Society


Regulation of TNCs, Impact of GATT-WTO on the Agriculture, New Economic Policy and weaker section (women, children, agriculture and unorganised sector labour) 
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Paper- XV, Group-B: Peoples’ Right to Self-Determination

Max. Marks: 100 

Time: 3 Hours 

Note: 

Students are required to attempt five questions, selecting one question 
from each unit. 

Unit-I

Normative and Conceptual Perspectives 


Meaning of Self determination: autonomy, democracy, governance, self determination as a process; Self-determination: External and Internal, New Dimensions and emerging debates

Unit-II
Origins and Developments of the Concept


Theories of self-governance: Kant, Locke, Rousseau, Marx; views on pluralism: Melver and Laski; Issues of legitimacy of State and forms of governance; 


Colonization, Nationalism and statehood; National liberation movements (North America, France, Latin American and Afro- Asian countries),


Marxist theory of nationalities, Bolshevik revolution, Lenin and constitution- making in the former socialist countries,


Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points, redrawing of boundaries of former empires, League of Nations and concept of sacred trust of civilization’ 

Unit-III 
The Indian Case


Evolution of ideas of Nationalism Autonomy and Self- Government, Independence and Federalism in India; National uprisings during colonial rule and 1857 quest for independence; Emergence of the Indian National Congress, demands for self-determination: Mahatma Gandhi and self determination (political and economic freedom, raja shakti and jana shakti, village republics) 

Unit-IV 
Federalism and Demand of Autonomy in India


The constitutional framework of India; Union-State relations


Problems and challenges: Problems relating to formation of new States (demand of linguistic states and autonomy from centre). 


The movements for the demand of autonomy and armed rebellion (special references to the State of Punjab and Jammu and Kashmir)


Problems of Union-State relations the Rajamannar and Sarkaria Commissions,

Unit-V

Self – Determination in International Relations


Emergence of the principle of self determinations on the international level : League of nations, Minority treaties, Atlantic Charter 1941, UN Charter (Article 1(2), Articles 55-56, Chapters XI, XII and XIII) Framework and the role of UN de colonization process, Debate between domestic jurisdiction and the people’s right of self determination, Normative developments: UN Declarations on the granting of independence to colonial Countries and Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States; Various UN Declarations on Economic self- determinations 
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