M.A. Philosophy

First Semester

Paper-I: Indian Logic 





 Max. Marks: 100 

Time : 3 Hours 

Note: The paper-setter is requested to set Eight questions in all, selecting two questions from each unit. The examinees shall have to attempt five questions in all, selecting at least one question from each unit. All questions carry equal marks.

Unit-1 : Nature, Scope and Utility of logic with special reference to Indian logic: 

 Definition and constituents of Anumana in Nyaya and Buddhism; Nature of    

 Vyapti in Nyaya. 

Unit-2: Types of Anumana in Nyaya; Hetvabhasa ( fallacies of Anumana) ; Navya – 


Nyaya's concept of Anumana; Buddhist doctrine of Apoha. 

Unit-3: Inductive Elements in Indian Logic; the Concepts of Vyaptigrahopaya,

 Samanya laksana pratyasatti , Tarka ,Upadhi- nirasa. 

Unit-4: Anekantavada - (The theory of relative pluralism or manifoldness); 

Syadvada- ( The theory of conditional predication ); 

Nayavada - (The theory of partial standpoints) . 

Suggested Readings:

B.N. Singh : Indian Logic.

B.K. Matilal : The Navya- Nyaya Doctrine of Negation.

B.K. Matilal : Logic, Language and Reality. 

D.C. Guha : Navya - Nyaya's System of Logic. 

F.Th. Stcherbatsky : Buddhist Logic, Vols. I & II. 

Nandita Bandyopadhyaya : The Concept of Logical Fallacies. 

S. Barlingay : A Modern Introduction to Indian Logic.

S.R.Bhatt (Tr) : Buddhist Epistemology. 

M.A. Philosophy

First Semester

Paper- II: Indian Epistemology 




Max. Marks: 100 

Time : 3 Hours 

Note: The paper-setter is requested to set Eight questions in all, selecting two questions from each unit. The examinees shall have to attempt five questions in all, selecting at least one question from each unit. All questions carry equal marks.

Unit-1: Nature and subject-matter of Epistemology; Epistemological Problems 

from the Indian point of view; Relation of Epistemology with Metaphysics and Logic. 

Unit-2: The debate about the nature, origin (utpatti) and ascertainment ( Jnapti ) of 


validity :svatahpramanyavada; paratahpramanyavada. 

Unit-3: The theories about invalid perceptual cognitions (Khyativada): Akhayati , 


Anyathakhyati, Viparitakhyati,Atmakhyati .Asatkhyati, Anirvacaniyakhyati, 


Satkhyati. 

Unit-4: A brief survey of six sources of knowledge (Pramanas); Parmana Vyavastha and

 Pramana Samplava. 

Suggested Readings:

B.K. Matilal : Perception, Oxford University Press, 1986. 

Debabrata Sen : The Concept of Knowledge, Calcutta, 1984. 

D.M. Datta: The Six Ways of Knowing, Calcutta, 1960. 

Dharmakirti : Nyayabindu (Tr. In Stecherbatsky's Buddhist Logic, Vol. II) . 

Govardhan P. Bhatt : Epistemology of the Bhatta School of Purva Mimamsa ,Varanasi , 1962. 

J.N. Mohanty : Gangesa's Theory of Truth, Visva Bharati, 1966.

K.N. Jayatilleke: Early Buddhist Theory of Knowledge, London, 1963.

P.S. Sastri : Indian Idealism, Vols.I & II, Delhi, 1975-76.

Swami Satprakasananda : Method of Knowledge ,London, 1965. 

Satishchandra Chatterjee: The Nyaya Theory of Knowledge, Calcutta, 1965.

Srinivasa Rao: Perceptual Error: The Indian Theories, University Press of Hawaii, Honolulu, 1998. 

Visvanatha : Siddhantamuktavali (Tr. Svami Madhavananda). 

M.A. Philosophy

First Semester

Paper-III : Western Epistemology

Max. Marks: 100 

Time : 3 Hours 

Note: The paper-setter is requested to set Eight questions in all, selecting two questions from each unit. The examinees shall have to attempt five questions in all, selecting at least one question from each unit. All questions carry equal marks.

Unit-1:  Socrates: Method of knowledge; Plato: Distinction between knowledge and 


opinion. Aristotle: Theory of Knowledge. 

Unit -2: Francis Bacon: Inductive Method.

 Rene Descartes: Method and Criterion of Knowledge. 

 Benedict Spinoza : Theory of Knowledge. 

 Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz: Theory of Knowledge. 

Unit-3:  John Locke: Origin; Nature and Validity of Knowledge; Limits of 


 Knowledge. 

 George Berkeley: Objects of Knowledge; Knowledge of ideas; 


 Spirits and Relations. 

 David Hume : Origin and Nature of Knowledge; 


 Validity of Knowledge.

Unit-4: Immanuel Kant: Problem of Knowledge; Copernican Revolution; Theory of 

 Sense- Perception; Theory of Understanding; Validity of Judgments.

 George Wilhelm Hegel - Dialectical Method. 

Suggested Readings:

A.J. Ayer : The Problem of Knowledge. 

A.C. Danto : Analytical Philosophy of Knowledge. 

B. Russell: Problems of Philosophy. 

Daya Krishna : Pashchatya Darsan ka Itihasa . 

Francis Bacon: Inductive Method. 

F. Copleston: A History of Philosophy. 

Jagdish Sahay Srivastava : Adhunik Darshana Ka Vaigyanika Itihasa. 

J. Hintikka : Knowledge and Belief. 

John Hospers: An Introduction to Philosophical Analysis. 

K. Lehrer : Knowledge. 

Frank Thilly : A History of Philosophy. 

D.J.O’Conner: A Critical History of Western Philosophy. 

R.M.Chisholm: Theory of Knowledge, (3 rd Ed.) 

Roger Scruton : A History of Philosophy from Descartes to Wittgenstein. 

W.K. Wright : A History of Modern Philosophy. 

W.T. Stace: Critical History of Greek Philosophy.

M.A. Philosophy

First Semester

Paper-IV :Indian Ethics 





Max. Marks: 100 

Time : 3 Hours 

Note: The paper-setter is requested to set Eight questions in all, selecting two questions from each unit. The examinees shall have to attempt five questions in all, selecting at least one question from each unit. All questions carry equal marks.

Unit-l : Nature and Scope of Indian Ethics: Its relation with other branches of 


Philosophy; Yama and Niyama of Yoga. 

Unit -2: Law of Karma -Ethical Implications; Sadharana Dharma; Concept of Rna. 

Unit-3: Brahama- Viharas ;Astangamarga,( Eight fold noble path); The Ideal of Arhat 


and Bodhisathava; Triratnas of Jainism. 

Unit-4: Gita's Notion of Svadharma ; Lokasangraha ; Karam Yoga; Jnana Yoga; Bhakti

 Yoga; ideal of Sthitaprajna. 

Suggested Readings:

B.G. Tilak : Gita Rahasya. 

I.C. Sharma :Ethical Philosophies of India. 

N.K.Brahma: Philosophy of the Hindu Sadhana. 

M.Hiriyanna : The Indian Conception of Values.

R. Prasad : Karma, Causation and Retributive Morality. 

R. Prasad : Varnadharma, Niskama Karma and Practical Morality. 

Sri Aurobindo: Essays on the Gita. 

S.K. Maitra : The Ethics of the Hindus. 

M.A. Philosophy

First Semester

Paper-V : Modern Indian Thought (Part-I) 


Max. Marks: 100 

Time : 3 Hours 

Note: The paper-setter is requested to set Eight questions in all, selecting two questions from each unit. The examinees shall have to attempt five questions in all, selecting at least one question from each unit. All questions carry equal marks.

Unit-1: Swami Vivekananda: Nature of Man: Physical Nature and Spiritual Nature; 

Nature of the Liberated Soul; Ways of Realization : The way of Knowledge; The way of Devotion; The way of Action. Origin of Religion, Nature of Religion, Universal Religion. 

Unit-2: Sri Aurobindo: Nature of Reality: Saccidananada ;(Existence; Pure 

Consciousness; Bliss) The World Process: involution and evolution; Supermind: the triple status of superman, triple transformation ;Gnostic Being and Divine life; Integral Yoga. 

Unit-3: K.C. Bhattacharya: Concept of Philosophy: Theoretic Consciousness and its 

grades, Philosophy of the object, Philosophy of Spirit, Philosophy of truth; Notion of subjectivity; The Concept of Absolute; Negation: Basis of its Philosophy. 

Unit-4 :B.G.Tilak: Interpretation of Gita with special reference to Jnana Yoga, Karma

 Yoga and Bhakti Yoga; Svadharma; ; Lokasangraha ;Nishakamakarma. 

Suggested Readings:

B.G. Tilak : Gita Rahasaya .

B.K. Lal : Contemporary Indian Philosophy. (Hindi version also available).

K. C. Bhattacharya : Studies in Philosophy.

Swami Vivekananda : Complete works. (Hindi version also available).

Sri Aurobindo : Life Divine. (Hindi version also available).

Sri Aurobindo : Integral Yoga . (Hindi version also available).

T.M.P. Mahadevan & C.V. Saroja : Contemporary Indian Philosophy. 

V.S. Naravana: Modern Indian Thought (Hindi version also available).



