M.A. Philosophy

Second Semester

Paper-VI: Western Logic 





Max. Marks: 100 

Time : 3 Hours 

Note: The paper-setter is requested to set Eight questions in all, selecting two questions from each unit. The examinees shall have to attempt five questions in all, selecting at least one question from each unit. All questions carry equal marks.

Unit-I
: Logic and Language: Use of Language, Three main functions of      


  language;  Term: Connotation & Denotation; Relation between  

              Connotation and Denotation. 

Unit-2
: Categorical Syllogism, Basic rules determining validity of syllogism and 


 Fallacies arising as a result of the violation of those rules; Immediate

             inferences: conversion, obversion and contraposition ; Square of Opposition. 

Unit-3
: Elementary notions and principles of truth- functional logic; Techniques of 

 symbolization; Testing validity/invalidity of an argument  by Truth​table  

 Method; Statement Forms: Tautologies, Contradictory and Contingent; 

 Proof construction for the validity of an argument form.

Unit-4
: Definition and Nature of Induction; Importance of Induction; Problem of 


  Induction, Hypothesis: Nature and condition of Scientific Hypothesis, Types of 


  Hypothesis. 

Suggested Readings:

I.M. Copi : Introduction to Logic.( Hindi Version also available)

I.M. Copi : Symbolic Logic (6th Edition), Chapters 4 and 5. 

Richard Jeffrey: Formal Logic: Its Scope and Limits (2nd Edition ),Chapters 1 to 5. 

A.N. Prior : Formal Logic. 

Patrick Suppes: Introduction to Logic.

A.Singh & C. Goswami : Fundamentals of Logic.

B.L. Sharma :Tarka Shastra Pravesh. 

M.A. Philosophy

Second Semester

Paper-VII : Indian Metaphysics 




Max. Marks: 100 










Time 
: 3 Hours 

Note: The paper-setter is requested to set Eight questions in all, selecting two questions from each unit. The examinees shall have to attempt five questions in all, selecting at least one question from each unit. All questions carry equal marks.

Unit -1: God, The role of God in Nyaya- Vaisesika Yoga & Advaita Vedanta; the 


  new and central role of God in the Bhakti school with special reference to 


  Ramanuja. 

Unit-2 :  Self as Atman in Jainism ,Nyaya- Vaisesika, Samkhya  and Advaita   

              Vedanta. 

Unit-3 : Dravya, Guna,Paryaya in Jainism; Seven Categories (Padartha). Vaisesika ; 

             Causation: the debate between Satkaryavada and Asatkaryavada. 

Unit -4:  Concept of Nirvana in Buddhism. Bondage and liberation in Jainism, Samkhya 

              and Advaita Vedanta. 

Suggested Readings:

Stephen H. Phillips :Classical Indian Metaphysics.

M. Hirianna : Outlines of Indian  Philosophy. 

C.D.Sharma : A Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy. 

S.N. Dasgupta : A History of Indian Philosophy, Vols. I to V.

S . Radhakrishnan : Indian Philosophy,Vols. I to II. 

D.M. Datta & S.C. Chatterjee: Introduction to Indian Philosophy. (Hindi Version also available)

H.P. Sinha :Bhartiya Darshan ke Rooprekha. 

M.A. Philosophy

Second Semester

Paper-VIII: Western- Metaphysics 



Max. Marks : 100 










Time : 3 Hours 

Note: The paper-setter is requested to set Eight questions in all, selecting two questions from each unit. The examinees shall have to attempt five questions in all, selecting at least one question from each unit. All questions carry equal marks.

Unit-1 : Doctrine of Substance, Change and Permanence (with special reference to 


  Ionians, Parmenides, Heraclitus, Democritus, Empedocles, Anaxagoras). 

Unit-2:   Plato: Theory of ideas. Aristotle: Form and Matter; Four Causes. 

Unit-3:  Descartes' dualism; Descartes' idea of God and proofs for the existence of God;

  Concept of substance in Spinoza; Leibniz's doctrine of Monads; Mind - body 

  problem in Descartes, Spinoza and Leibniz. 

Unit-4:  Locke's doctrine of matter and its rejection by Berkeley; Hume's rejection of self,

  Matter and God; Hume's view on Causality; Hegal's Absolute Idealism. 

Suggested Readings: 

John Hospers : An Introduction to Philosophical Analysis. 

W.T. Stace : Critical History of Greek Philosophy 

Frank Thilly and Ledger Wood : A History of Philosophy. 

D.J. O'Conner : A Critical History of Western Philosophy. 

Hamlyn :Metaphysics.

Daya Krishna : Pashchatya Darsan ka Itihasa . 

Jagdish Sahay Srivastava : Adhunik Darshana Ka Vaigyanika Itihasa. 

F. Copleston : A History of Philosophy. 

W.K. Wright : A History of Modern Philosophy. 

Roger Scruton : A History of Philosophy from Descartes to Wittgenstein. 

M.A. Philosophy

Second Semester

Paper-IX :Western Ethics 





Max. Marks : 100 










Time 
: 03 Hours 

Note: The paper-setter is requested to set Eight questions in all, selecting two questions from each unit. The examinees shall have to attempt five questions in all, selecting at least one question from each unit. All questions carry equal marks.

Unit-I:  Nature and scope of Ethics; Relation with other Sciences (Political Science,

 Sociology and Psychology) ; Concepts of Right, Good and Duty; Presuppositions  

 of Morality; Freedom, Determinism and Responsibility. 

Unit-2: Theories of Punishment: Deterrent, Retributive and Reformative Theories; 

 Theories of relation between individual and society; John Rawl's theory  

 of Justice; Moral Skepticism (with special reference to Sophists and   

 Emotivists ); Fact-value distinction. 

Unit-3:  Normative Ethics: Brief outlines of the Ethical Theories of Aristotle, 


 J.Bentham, J. S. Mill, Kant and F.H. Bradley. 

Unit-4: Distinction between Normative and Analytic ethics, Ethical Cognitivism and 


Non-Cognitivism; Theories of G. E .Moore, A.J.Ayer, C.L.Stevenson and 


R.M. Hare.

Suggested Readings

W.Frankena : Ethics. 

W.Lillie :Manual of Ethics. 

Mary Warnock : Ethics Since 1900. 

J.N.Sinha : Manual of Ethics ( Hindi Version also Available). 

V.P.Verma : Nitishastra Ke Mool Sidhanta. 

V.P. Verma: Adhinitishastra Ke Mool Sidhant. 

R.B. Brandt : Ethical Theory: the Problem of Normative and Critical Ethics. 

John Hospers : Human Conduct. 

W.T.Stace : The Concept of Morals.

Aristotle : Nichomachean Ethics. 

J.Benthem: Principles of Morals and Legislation. 

J.S.Mill : Utilitarianism. 

Immanual Kant : Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals.

Immanual Kant: Critique of Practical Reason. 

F.H.Bradley: Ethical Studies. 

A.J.Ayer : Language, Truth and Logic. 

C. L. Stevenson : Ethics and Language. 

R.M.Hare :The Language of Morals. 

M.A. Philosophy

Second Semester

Paper- X : Modern Indian Thought (Part-II)  


Max. Marks : 100 










Time 
: 03 Hours 

Note: The paper-setter is requested to set Eight questions in all, selecting two questions from each unit. The examinees shall have to attempt five questions in all, selecting at least one question from each unit. All questions carry equal marks.

Unit-I : M.K. Gandhi : God is Truth and Truth is God; Non- Violence; Satyagraha; 

             Sarvodya; Concept of Religion and Morality; Swaraj and the ideal State. 

Unit 2: Rabindra Nath Tagore: Reality and God; Proofs for the existence of God; Nature

of Man : finite and infinite, Nature of Religion; Ways of Realisation. 

Unit-3: J.Krishnamurti: The Analysis of the Self; Freedom from the Known; Dhayana; 


Views on Violence; Views on Education. 

Unit-4: S.Radhakrishnan: God and the Absolute; Nature of Soul; Religion: Its nature and 


essence; Religious Experience. 

Suggested Readings:

Bhikhu Parekh: Gandhi's Political Philosophy.

B.K. Lal : Contemporary Indian Philosophy.(Hindi version also available)

J. Krishnamurti : Freedom from the Known.

J . Krishnamurti : Tradition and Revolution.

M.K. Gandhi: Hind Swaraj. 

Radhakrishna :An Idealist view of Life. 

R.Tagore : Religion of Man. 

T.M.P. Mahadevan & C.V. Saroja: Contemporary Indian Philosophy.  

V.S. Naravana : Modern Indian Thought.



