
Questioned Document 
Examination



Any material containing marks, symbols, or

signs either visible, partially visible that convey

some meaning is called document. It may be in

the form of writing, typewriting, or printing on

paper or on other object like skin, stone, stick

etc.

Document:

Document is questioned because its origins,

its contents, or the circumstance and history

regarding its production arouse suspicion.

Questioned or Disputed Document



✓ Handwriting identification
✓ Signatures comparison
✓ Type writing examination
✓ Photocopied Documents
✓ Passports 
✓ Security Documents like Licenses, ID Cards, 

Currency notes
✓ Wills, Cheques, Bank Drafts

Agreements, Stamp Papers , Receipts
Suicide notes

Some of the common types of questioned documents 
subjected to forensic document examination :

TYPES OF QUESTIONED DOCUMENTS





Types of Questioned documents analysis 

1. Identification of Forged signature, or writing,
2. Alterations, 
3. Counterfeits, 
4. Mechanical impression comparisons (stamping with a 

rubber stamp )
5. Restoration of damaged documents, 
6. Age/ Dating of document. 
7. Charred / burnt Documents analysis



Identification of forged documents required analysis of  
following components  

1. Paper type
2. Water marks 
3. Ink used
4. writing/ signature style
5. Printing type

✓ Standards/ reference samples always required for 
comparison 





Common tools required for QD 
examination: 

✓Light source 
✓Measuring scales
✓Microscope –compound and 
stereomicroscope
✓Magnifying lens
✓Multi wave length light source (UV, Visible 
and IR )
✓Photography
✓Spectroscopy 
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